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The presence of guns threatens wom-

en’s security in both conflict and peace; 

they facilitate trafficking, forced prostitu-

tion and sexual violence. Weapons are 

often used to kill, threaten or intimidate 

women in their own homes. In many 

countries, legal firearms are the most 

commonly used weapons in domestic 

homicides. Still, most countries do not 

mention domestic violence in their 

gun laws. Thus, disarmament and arms 

control is strongly linked to women’s 

security.

In the 
hands of 
individuals
About 900 million guns 

exist in the world today. 

25% of the guns belong to 

the police, armies and other 

government agencies. The 

remaining arsenal, around 

75% of the world’s guns, are 

in the hands of individuals, 

which makes the problem 

of small arms difficult to 

solve.  

	 Armed violence is 

strongly connected to a 

masculine identity, and 

possession of weapons is 

associated with manhood 

More

gunsmore 

danger 
for women

and masculinity. Men are as-

cribed the role of “protec-

tor”, a role that is under-

stood to require violence 

as well as the possession of 

weapons. 

	 Furthermore, it is often 

argued that men need guns 

to protect their families 

from armed intruders or 

attackers. Likewise, states 

legitimize the military 

with the argument that it 

provides protection for the 

citizens. Consequently, as-

sumptions about masculinity 

have had particular impact 

on policies regarding arma-

ment and disarmament.

Guns are 
gendered
A gun does a lot of damage 

to  your body, and can be 

used to kill from a distance. 

The consequence is that 

the presence of a gun 

increases the probability 

of deadly violence; you are 

12 times more likely to die 

if an attack involves a gun. 

The killing power of a gun 

is disproportionate to the 

level of responsibility of the 

people who most often 

possess them.

	 Almost all gun users 

are male, and most people 

who are shot dead are male. 

However, since guns are 

almost never made, owned, 

bought, sold or used 

by women, they have a 

disproportional impact on 

women’s lives. 

	 Guns are not only used 

to kill women, but also to 

threaten and to facilitate 

gender-based violence 

such as rape as a weapon 

of war. Furthermore, guns 

are used as a threat that 

prevents a woman from 

leaving an abusive partner. 

The fact that most guns 

are in civilian hands leads 

to increased danger for 

women.

Recent history in the region 

and figures in the country 

make it evident that the 

impact of more small and 

light weapons  have a 

dangerous and lethal 

effect on women , in 

families and in the 

society as a whole. 

The killing of women 

is the most extreme 

manifestation of vio-

lence against women. 

Women’s organizations 

in Costa Rica look at the 

complexity of domestic 

violence, rooted in gender 

structures, and conclude that 

even in a society proud of its 

pacifist tradition, it is as perva-

sive as in most societies, cutting 

cross socio-economic status, 

and affecting many aspects of 

women’s lives.  

Adilia Caravaca
WILPF Costa Rica

Colombia’s armed conflict has nega-

tively impacted the lives of Colombians 

for a very long time. Among other 

things, the armed conflict has 

created a militarized 

state dependent on 

firearms. In this mil-

itarized society 

based on a very 

violent form of 

masculinity, 

women have 

few rights and 

governmental 

minimal protec-

tion. When the 

government loses 

control in a  milita-

rized society, people 

lose control and use 

arms widely and indis-

criminately. 

Sweden is often looked upon as a peaceful 

country, and we often talk about our na-

tion as progressive when it comes to 

gender equality. However, domestic 

violence is a huge problem in Sweden, 

and more than 180 women have 

been murdered since 2000. In all 

these cases, the perpetrator was 

someone the victim knew. Given 

that 20 % of these homicides 

were committed with firearms, 

it is not difficult to imagine 

how many women are being 

threatened with weapons. In 

order for the deadly violence 

against women to stop, law 

reform, information cam-

paigns and victim support 

is necessary.

emma rosengren
WILPF Sweden

Disarm 

Domestic 
Violence

“Weapons 
are often 

used to kill, 
threaten or 
intimidate 
women in 
their own 

homes“

for a legal purpose such as 

hunting can also be used to 

kill or threaten a woman in 

the home. Even though le-

gal firearms are the primary 

used weapons in homicides, 

law enforcement tend to 

focus on illegal small arms.  

	 Clearly, gun violence 

in the home has particular 

consequences for women’s 

security, and a gun in the 

home is more likely to be 

used against a familiy mem-

ber than against an intruder. 

Still, most countries have 

no mention of domestic 

violence in their gun laws, 

and no mention of guns 

in their domestic violence 

laws, even though experi-

ence and research shows 

that this combination has 

deadly consequences.

Global 
gendered 
business
In 2010, the world spent 

1630 billion USD on the 

military. Clearly, the arms 

trade is big business.  

	 Even though small arms 

are not always included in 

official statistics on arms 

trade, it is estimated that 

every country in the world 

buys small arms, and almost 

half of all countries produce 

them. 

	 It is important to 

remember that the arms 

trade is a business – the 

actors in the arms industry 

receive compensation for 

their part in the transac-

tions. The business aspect 

makes weapons desirable 

and continues to legitimize 

arms trade.	

	 Arms trade is a gen-

dered business due to who 

it involves; almost all buyers, 

sellers and (mis)users are 

men. This also includes 

the arms industry, media 

advertisers for weapons, 

state weapons producers, 

private weapons producers, 

gun dealers, brokers, and 

transporters. 

	 Meanwhile, it is impor-

tant to know that women 

can be active in the arms 

trade, especially in the 

transfer and trafficking of 

weapons. The underlying 

reasons for the prominence 

of men in the small arms 

trade rest on gendered un-

derstanding and portrayals 

of strength and power, and 

There is a lot of work around the world 

being done on violence against wom-

en, but the aspect of weapons is 

overlooked – maybe because it’s 

too technical, or because it’s 

just an instrument and not the 

fundamental cause of violence 

against women.

The IANSA Women’s Network 

is the only international net-

work focused on the connections 

between gender, women’s rights, 

small arms and armed violence. 

We bring women into the field of small 

arms control and the issue of small arms 

to the women’s movement. We make the 

links between violence against women 

and the tools often used to facilitate and 

commit such acts, guns.

SARA MASTERS 
IANSA WOMEN’S NETWORK

This is how a militarized society 

results in armed violence against 

women. Too often victims of domes-

tic violence in Colombia are killed 

by a partner former partner 

with a weapon. Colombia has 

no unified system of reg-

istering statistics about 

domestic violence. It 

has no systematic 

means of protecting 

women. It is im-

portant to change 

attitudes that 

tolerate armed 

civilians and use of 

armed violence in 

the domestic space.

Amparo Guerrero
WILPF Colombia

In order to decrease the risk of deadly 

violence against women, domestic 

violence and firearms laws have been 

harmonized in different countries around 

the world.  This is a strategy aiming 

to separate perpetrators of domestic 

violence from guns.  In this way, some 

country’s domestic violence laws include 

references to firearms possession, and 

firearms legislation refers to domestic 

violence. 

Law reforms have had positive conse-

quences in several countries. Less than 10 

years after Canada reformed its domestic 

violence and firearms laws in 1995, the 

overall gun murder rate had dropped by 

15%, and gun homicide against women 

dropped by 40%. 

“Law reforms have had positive 
consequences in several countries” 

The same trend is visible in Australia, where 

gun murder dropped by 45% five years after 

law reforms. Like in Canada, the effect was 

even bigger for female victims, with a drop of 

57%.

, Find out what the
domestic violence and 

firearms laws are in 
your country.

	 , Engage in activities 
asking for harmonization 

	 of domestic violence laws and 
	 firearms laws.

, Write a letter to your government 
representative and let her/him 
know what you think about the ATT.

Email politicians and other 
decision makers to let them 
know what you think

Tweet for disarmament

Change your facebook status 
to Disarm Domestic Violence

the connection between 

masculinity, weapons and 

militaries.

Arms Trade 
Treaty
The international arms 

trade today is poorly regu-

lated. However, negotiations 

of an Arms Trade Treaty 

(ATT), which will consti-

tute a global regulation of 

international arms transfers, 

is now taking place at the 

United Nations. 

	 There are different 

ways of including relevant 

language on women, peace, 

The 
Women, 

Peace and 
SEcurity 
Agenda
UN Security Council resolution 1325 – 

UNSCR 1325 on Women, Peace, and 

Security – highlights the importance of 

women’s participation in all levels of decision-

making in the sphere of peace and security, as 

well as the need for an integrated gender per-

spective in relevant policies and programmes. 

	 UNSCR 1325 has been followed up by 

several related resolutions, 1820, 1888, 1889, 

and 1960, which together constitute the 

Women, Peace, and Security Agenda. In order 

for disarmament and arms control initiatives 

to be successful, this agenda needs to be fully 

integrated with decisions and policies on 

weapons. 

UNSCR 
1325
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and security in the ATT 

process. For example, it is 

important to recognize the 

involvement of conven-

tional weapons in facilitating 

violence against women, in-

cluding sexual- and gender-

based violence. 

	 For the ATT to be 

successful, it is also impor-

tant to include all types of 

conventional weapons, in-

cluding small arms and light 

weapons and ammunition, 

and to include all types of 

transfers. Since the process 

is ongoing, it is necessary 

that civil society organiza-

tions and progressive states 

work together to make 

sure that the ATT becomes 

a successful treaty.     

The information in this report 

is based on speakers’ pre-

sentations at the conference 

“Disarm Domestic Violence” , 

31 March 2011 in Stock-

holm (for more information, 

visit www.ikff.se). The views 

expressed are not necessar-

ily those of the mentioned 

organizations. 

	 Meanwhile, it is impor

tant to remember that 

the relationship between 

women, men and guns 

is complicated and that 

women are not only killed, 

threatened and injured 

by guns. Women are also 

perpetrators of armed 

violence, supporters of the 

use of guns, and activists for 

change. It is also necessary 

to highlight that men and 

boys are  systematically 

exposed to violence as a di-

rect result of the dominant 

gender constructions.

,

Legal and 
illegal 
weapons – 
a false 
distinction
Gun violence takes many 

forms, and perpetrators 

of armed violence include 

the police, armed forces, 

non-state armed groups, 

colleagues, family members 

and partners. Guns are very 

mobile and are often used 

several times on different 

locations. Furthermore, 

they are easily diverted 

from legal to illegal uses. For 

example, weapons bought 
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, Hold a protest

, Hold a workshop

, Put the poster on the back 
	 of this report on a wall where 		
	 people  can see it

iansa women’s network

The IANSA Women’s Network is the only interna-

tional network focused on the connections between 

gender, women’s rights, small arms and armed vio-

lence. It was formed in 2001 as a women’s caucus at 

IANSA events and now links member organizations and individuals in 

countries ranging from Fiji to Senegal, Argentina to South Africa, Canada 

to Sudan. Together it works to:

	•	Stop gun violence against women in the home, on the 

		streets or on the battlefield;

	•	Involve women fully in peacemaking, peace building 

		and disarmament;

	•	Ensure that women’s interests are served by policies on guns;

	•	Reduce military spending;

	•	Break the link between violence and masculinity;

	• 	Prevent gun violence around the world.

 

It also produces information materials, advocate for new policies, and 

engage with civil society, governments and international organizations. Its 

quarterly Bulletin, Women at Work: Preventing Gun Violence, in English, 

Spanish and French contains profiles of members, articles on women, 

gender and small arms, and a listing of news, resources and events. For 

more information see: www.iansa-women.org

Parliamentary Forum 
on Small Arms and 
Light Weapons

The Parliamentary Forum on SALW was founded in 1999 by parlia-

mentary initiatives to create a platform for greater action on SALW. 

Today the Forum is the only existing global network of parliamen-

tarians related to the specific matters of arms control and violence 

prevention.

	The mission of the organization is to support parliamentar-

ians in their small arms related work, contributing to the advancement 

of the small arms agenda, and providing a space for parliamentarians 

to meet and join forces with other stakeholders and actors, such as 

civil society organizations.

www.parliamentaryforum.org

The Swedish Fellowship 
of Reconciliation

The Swedish Fellowship of Reconciliation (SweFOR) is a non-govern-

mental organization founded in 1919, working for a world without 

violence, war and oppression. Non-violence is the founding principle 

of SweFOR. 

	SweFOR is a membership organization. It holds trainings 

in non-violence and conflict resolutions, works to prevent violence 

and to promote disarmament, and it supports local peace initiatives 

around the world. SweFOR also works closely with religious groups, 

and promotes dialogue to prevent prejudges and xenophobia. 

www.krf.se

PARLIAMENTARY FORUM
ON SMALL ARMS AND LIGHT WEAPONS

Women’s International League 
for Peace and Freedom

The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF) 

is an international Non Governmental Organization (NGO) with 

national sections all over the world with an international secretariat 

based in Geneva - and a New York office focused on the work of the 

United Nations.

Since its establishment in 1915, WILPF has brought together women 

from around the world who are united in working for peace by non-

violent means, promoting political, economic and social justice for all.

WILPF’s International Projects – the women, peace and security proj-

ect PeaceWomen and the disarmament project Reaching Critical Will – 

strive to ensure that the organizations work at the UN is effective and 

relevant for local, national and international contexts. 

www.wilpfinternational.org

www.reachingcriticalwill.org

www.peacewomen.org

www.ikff.se

CONFERENCE REPORT
31

st
 of March 2011

STOCKHOLM Sweden

The conference was organized by WILPF Sweden in cooperation with SweFOR 
and Parliamentary Forum on SALW, and was sponsored by the Swedish 
National Board for Youth Affairs and the Folke Bernadotte Academy. 


