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Thank you, Madam President,
The Canchdate Countries Turkey, Croat1a the fonner Yugoslav Repubhc of Macedoma* the
- Countries of the Stabilisation and Association Process ‘and potential candldates Albania,

‘Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro Serbia, as well as Ukrame the Republic of Moldova, .

' Armenra Azerbauan and Georg1a align’ themselves W1th this statement

.Madam Pres1dent

. T_he European U'ni-on would lilce_ to thankthe. S_eoretary-General_ for his presence at
today's Open Debate. We: are also grat'eful f‘or' the presentation of | the Special N |
Representative, Madam Wallstrom and would like to express our gratrtude to Under-
Secretary-General Le Roy and the Military Advrser Lt -Gen. Gaye for all the efforts
undertaken by DPKO in this area.

» Continuing evidence of daily sexual violence in armed conﬂlct and fragﬁe countrles
underscores the need for the international _community to mtensrfy our efforts to
prevent and combat such violence, meludmg through measures to strengthen the rule B

~ of law and people’s access to a functioning }ud1c1al system. With attention, focused_ :
most recently on the Dernocratw Repubhc of Congo, a]armmg reports are also commg :
~in from a range of other countr1es mc]udmg countries that are’ not on the Councrl’ |
current agenda Impumty continues to prevail for most acts of sexual vrolence: :
committed in the course of récent conflicts. The EU therefore warmly welcomes the
present report of the Seeretary General on the 1mplementatron of Security Councll
B Resoluuons 1820 and 1888.

- 10 years after the adoption of Resolution 1325, further prompt action from all actors is
necessary to change the real1ty on the ground for civilians affected by.sexual wolence ‘

“or who may be at risk of becommg v1ctnns of vrolence

e The. EU calls on the Secunty Council and all member states to redouble therr efforts,
notably in'the. ﬁght against impunity. Often in the name of peace, amnesty is g1ven to

o combatants who have used sexual torture or sexual violence as a tactic of war. But
there can be no sustainable peace w1th0ut prosecution of perpetrators and _]ustlce for

- victims; targeted and graduated measures should be lmposed on all part1es toa eonﬂ1ct




: respohsib]e for grave instances‘ of sexual violence. Perpetraters including
commanders who commission or condone the use of sexual v1olence should be held
aceountable Data collection and foliow—up on the prosecutlon of sexual offenders

: requ1res urgent strengthenmg

At the Security -Counci]'s Open Debate 'c)_.f 26 October on. Resolution 1325, the EU
reiterated its firm call for the 'reinfbreement_ of global monitering of situations
. p.eﬁaining to sexual _vioIence in afmed conflict. The recommendations of the

Seeretafy_—Geheral_ in. this repert p_revide concréte sﬁggestiohs in this regards and the |
EU therefore fully endorses these recommiendations. The ¢all to espablish monitoring

and * reporting  arrangements - is  particularly notewerthy.. ‘Robust moﬂitoring :
'arrangemenfs will etiable the Counil to track, deter and combat the use of systematic

sexual violence in conflict situations.

" The EU warm]y welcomes the adoptlon of the resolut1on today on Sexual Vlolence in
"Sxtuatlons in- Armed Conﬂlct We urge the Security Ceunell to build on its strong

commltment to_ this i 1ssue and to ensure the full 1mp1ementat10n of this and alt other

' rel evant resolutions.

The. Seeurity» Council should-adopt a zero-toleranice approach by including iésues of
sexual v1olence as a priority element of resolutlons mandating- its Sanctions
Committees and these should explicitly include sexual v101ence as a criterion for the

designation of poht:cal‘and military leaders for targeted measures.

- The Security Council should also reaffirm its commitment to integrate the gender
quality dimension and the protection of civilians from -sexual and gender~based'
violence in the -mandates of peace- keeping operations. The connectiohs between
: v101ence against women and their ability to participate in conflict prevention’ and
management as well as peace building and development must be better understood.
' Local populatlons need a focal pomt for reportmg of instances of sexual violence.
'Furthermore sexual expio:tanon or abuse by UN troops or UN steff is totaily :

unacceptable

! Croatia and the former Yugoslav Repubhc of Macedoma continue fo be part of the Stabilisation and
Association Process o




s - The EU supports the UN in its efforts to combat- violence against women. “This -
includes the work of the Secretary- General‘s Special Representatlve on Sexual
" Violence in Conﬂlet Margot Wallstrom The EU also closely collaborates w1th the -
Sec_retary—Generals.Repre_sentatlve on Children and A_rmed_ Conflict, ‘Radhrka

- COOrnaraswarny, and has recently reiterated its support for the implernentation of the_ o

momtormg mechanism set up by Resolutlons 1612 and 1882 by revising the EU _:

implementation strategy on ehlldren and armed conflict.

'« We also believe that the UN Human Rights Systern and the Office of the UN High'
‘Commissioner for Human Rights plays a fundamental role in boosting the
implementation of resolution 1888, including through early warning and the recent

‘groundbreaking work on reparations for victims of sexual violence.

1 would now llke to brreﬂy elaborate ‘on some recent EU actrvroes undertaken in response to

resolutrons 1820 and 1888 and complementmg 1nd1v1dual actrons by EU Member States :

. Frghtmg all forrns of sexual and gender—based v1olence agalnst women and girls,
- 1ncludmg in armed conflict but not excludmg other srtuatzons of concern, is among the
key objectlves of the EU'S human rlghts polrcy in external relattons In July 2010, the

EU ‘adopted 17 monitoring indicators for 1ts' ‘Comprehensrve approach’ on. the-

1mplementat10n of Resolutions 1325 and 1820,

. Ina'ddition to providing financing of over 300 mill‘ion' € to programmes addressing the
. needs and rights of women and girls in conﬂiet-affeeted and p‘ost-eonﬂiet situations in
over 67 countries, new significant funds will be made avallable for relevant c1v11 ‘

| society pIOJeCtS under the EU's Instrument for Stability. -

e In October this year, the EU and the Afrzean Union orgamsed a Jomt civil society -
.semlnar on women, peace and security in Addis Ababa preparing the ground for
rernforced EU—AU cooperatlon in this matter, In’ 2012, we plan to organise a-stock
takmg workshop on the 1mplementatron of relevant Securlty Council Resolutions on -

~our two continents, and we are currently lookmg for ways to support the tralnmg of -
both African peace keepers and the Africa Stand -by Force in human rights and gender5 :

issues, and to increase the numbers of women in such contmgents



s

. The EU has recently conducted a first ever lessons-learned exerc1se on mamstreamlng

human rights and gender within' its Common Securlty and: Defence Pohoy missions

and operauons It is currently steppmg up its efforts to tram its. Cl‘lSlS management- -

personnel on human rlghts chlld protection and gender, and has. just adopted standard

training modules on -these toplcs to be -used-as a baseline reference by all 27 BU

member states

« EU crisis management missi'ons, 13 of Which'are currently ongotng, all have advisors
or focal points on gender, and many‘carry- out specific actions in the fight against

. sexual and gender-based violence. Tn Afghanistan, this progratn includes assistance to
‘and: training ';of_ the Family Reépon_se Units in- the Afghan (-;‘rimi'nal Investigation
Department, and of the special "Violence Against Women Unit' in the Attomey
General's ‘Ofﬁce In the Democratic' Repubh'c of Congo,. the EU's Police Mission in

2009 created a Multldlsctphnary Team to manage the ﬁght agamst sexual violence and

1mpumty

In 'closiing', Madam President the EU 'reiterates its strong support for the UN's work. in

combatmg sexual v1oIence in arrned conflict, and warmly welcomes the Secretary General‘

report and most part1cu1ariy the resolution adopted today

" I thank you.

kg



