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PRESIDENCY OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL FOR JULY: GERMANY 

GERMANY’S SUPPORT FOR WOMEN, PEACE AND SECURITY IN THE SECURITY COUNCIL  
Germany’s stated priorities as an elected member of the Security Council include the situation in Afghanistan; its 

chairmanship of the Al Qaeda and Taliban Sanctions Committees and the Working Group on Children and Armed Conflict; 
non-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction; and environment and climate change, all of which have significant and 
distinct women, peace and security considerations.  

Germany’s relevant international commitments include: Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (Ratified 11 
December 2000); Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) (Ratified 10 July  
1985); Optional Protocol (Ratified 15 Jan  2002) 

RECOMMENDED SECURITY COUNCIL ACTION POINTS ON WOMEN, PEACE AND SECURITY  

Women, Peace and Security  
In its regular work, the Council should ensure that all country reports and mandate renewals evaluate the level of protection 
and promotion of women’s human rights, as per SCRs 1325, 1820 (OP 9), 1888 (OP 11), 1889 (OP 5) and 1960 (OP 6, 13). 
Member States should inquire about any lack of such reporting.  

Afghanistan 
The political and humanitarian situation in Afghanistan remains a dangerous one, particularly for women. In the Open Debate 
on the Secretary-General’s regular report on Afghanistan, each participating UN member state should hold the Council, the 
Head of the UN Mission, and themselves to account for ensuring that women’s rights are at the center of all efforts to 
promote sustainable peace in the country in line with SCR 1974 (2011) OPs 6(d), 11, 24, 34, 36 and 37. In these discussions, 
the Council and other UN member states should:  

- Ensure that Afghan women play an active role in the Bonn Conference in December 2011, including shaping the agenda 
and outcome document; 

- Support an increase in UN capacity to ensure humanitarian needs are addressed, including UNHCR and OCHA increasing 
their protection and humanitarian affairs officers in critical regional offices to address growing humanitarian needs resulting 
from conflict and drought. There must also be strong support for the Afghan Independent Human Rights Commission; 

- Support the Afghan government’s development of an inter-ministerial plan to address the needs of displaced Afghans. 

Cote d’Ivoire 
Cote d’Ivoire’s conflict has been marked by grave violations of international law, in which women have often been subject to 
particular violence, including the killing of 7 women by former President Gbagbo’s security forces during a peaceful 
demonstration. NGOs have  documented large numbers of rapes both in Abidjan and in the far west of the country, in which 
all parties to the conflict are implicated in crimes, according to the international Commission of Inquiry. Many of these rapes, 
particularly in Abidjan, targeted women on political or ethnic grounds. Women in the far west were at times held captive for 
days and raped repeatedly. Impunity has defined Côte d’Ivoire for the last decade, but nowhere more so than for sexual 
violence: armed forces and civilians alike have been able to rape with almost no fear of prosecution.  

The Council must ensure that the UN strongly supports prosecutions of those implicated in sexual violence, and supports the 
provision of effective protection and care for victims and witnesses. This should include encouraging the government to 
permanently establish free emergency medical services for survivors of sexual violence, such as access to medical 
examinations, post-exposure prophylaxis drugs and antibiotics, psychosocial care, and follow-up consultations. In areas like 
the far west, where health infrastructure is often inadequate, the government should ensure sufficient coverage through 
training mobile teams and traditional healers. Bureaucratic barriers to investigations, such as expensive medical certificates that 
many police and gendarmes demand before beginning an investigation, should be abolished permanently.  

As Côte d’Ivoire establishes judicial and other mechanisms to deal with the grave crimes committed, the Security Council must 
fully support women’s roles in designing and leading these initiatives. President Ouattara has taken steps toward establishing a 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC), for example, but so far none of the three leaders named are women. For the 
TRC to meaningfully contribute to reconciliation efforts in Côte d’Ivoire, women should be given a leadership role and an 
effective voice in the body from the outset, to the finalization of its work. Côte d’Ivoire has a strong group of women in civil 
society who can provide an invaluable contribution to the TRC and efforts to achieve justice. 

Sudan and South Sudan 
Many of Sudan's humanitarian and political problems remain unresolved, and there are serious threats to civilians in both 
North and South Sudan in the transitional months ahead. As the Council recalibrates its relationships with the two future 
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countries, it should ensure women’s groups are consulted prior to reconfiguration; that women’s rights are fundamental to all 
planning and preparation for the reconfigured UN presence in the region; and that well-resourced gender expertise – including 
from within the two countries – is central to this configuration. Full cooperation should be extended to the Team of Experts 
(SCR 1888, OP 18), to help develop a rule of law system aimed at preventing sexual violence and ensuring full reparations for 
survivors. As the Council finalizes plans for the successor peacekeeping operation to the UN Mission in Sudan (UNMIS), it 
should ensure protection of civilians as its top priority, and the necessary political support and resources to monitor and 
robustly respond to protection threats. Humanitarian access should be a key element of the mandate of any interim force(s), as 
is a continued UN presence in the North and the border areas, including at a minimum in Abyei, Southern Kordofan and Blue 
Nile. Specific recommendations for the Council include:  
- Supporting the independent investigations of crimes of international human rights law and humanitarian law, in 

collaboration with the International Criminal Court; 
- Pressuring both the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and Sudan Peoples' Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A) to cease 

violence in South Kordofan; 
- Demanding that the Government of Sudan and the SAF guarantee access for the delivery of humanitarian aid and assistance 

to IDPs who have fled violence in South Kordofan. 
South Sudan: A new state South Sudan will require international support and engagement. To that end, the Council should: 
- Encourage the Government of South Sudan to strengthen its obligations to uphold the human rights of its people, including 

through ratifying CEDAW without reservation, ensuring women’s participation in the drafting process, and enshrining 
women’s equal rights in the new constitution.  

- Focus on SPLM/A reform, and renewed efforts at reconciliation and mediation. 
- Support coordinated efforts to protect civilians from the threat of the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA), which 

disproportionately targets civilians. This requires coordinated international and regional efforts to offer civilians effective 
warning of and protection against attacks, as well as a focus on the long-term security needs in more remote areas.  

Darfur: There must be an immediate end to the Government of Sudan’s access restrictions on UNAMID and humanitarian 
organizations operating in Darfur. Efforts should be increased to end the ongoing impunity for rape by security forces in the 
context of renewed fighting between government and rebels, and perpetrators should be brought to justice. The Council 
should support efforts for a comprehensive peace in Darfur, including by demanding an end to aerial bombardment, attacks 
against civilians, and the state of emergency in Darfur; and by demanding UNAMID has access to all areas in which civilians 
are in need of protection, and for UN agencies to regularly publish comprehensive data on the human rights and 
humanitarian situation. 

West Africa on Sierra Leone 
In its review of the expected Secretary-General’s report that includes information on Sierra Leone, Council members should 
ensure the report contains sufficient analysis regarding women’s political participation. The Council should evaluate progress 
made relevant to the Sierra Leone President Koroma’s pledge to support a 30% quota (as recommended by the CEDAW 
Committee) for women in parliamentary and cabinet representation as part of his reelection campaign.   

NGOWG ON WOMEN, PEACE AND SECURITY RESOURCES 
- The Institute for Inclusive Security, Recommendations on Afghanistan’s Reconciliation, Reintegration, and Transition Processes, June, 2011 [link]  

- Amnesty International, Côte d’Ivoire: Arbitrary detention of actual or perceived supporters of Laurent Gbagbo, June 2011 [link]  

- Human Rights Watch, Toward a New Côte d’Ivoire – or the Selective Justice of the Past?, June 2011 [link]  

- Human Rights Watch, Côte d’Ivoire: Act Swiftly on UN Inquiry, June 2011 [link]   

- Amnesty International, Sierra Leone: Continuing human rights violations in the post conflict period: Submission to the UN Universal Periodic Review, 
May 2011  [link]   

- Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch: South Sudan – A Human Rights Agenda, June 2011  [link]   

- Human Rights Watch, South Sudan: Put Human Rights First, June 2011 [link]   

- Human Rights Watch, Women in the Crossfire, June 2011 [link]   

- PeaceWomen, Security Council 1325 Monitor  [link]   

- PeaceWomen: free iPhone application, Women, Peace & Security Handbook  [link]   

http://www.huntalternatives.org/download/2090_recommendations_on_afghanistan_s_reconciliation_reintegration_and_transition_processes.pdf
http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/info/AFR31/006/2011/en
http://www.hrw.org/en/news/2011/06/22/toward-new-c-te-d-ivoire-or-selective-justice-past
http://www.hrw.org/en/news/2011/06/15/c-te-d-ivoire-act-swiftly-un-inquiry
http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/info/AFR51/008/2010/en
-%09http:/www.hrw.org/en/news/2011/06/30/south-sudan-human-rights-agenda
http://www.hrw.org/en/news/2011/06/30/south-sudan-put-human-rights-first
http://www.hrw.org/en/news/2011/06/08/women-crossfire
http://www.peacewomen.org/security_council_monitor
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/women-peace-security-handbook/id413161500?mt=8

